Understanding by Design Unit Template

	Title of Unit
	     Special Canadian Communities
	Grade Level
	     Three

	Curriculum Area
	     Interactions and Interdependence
	Time Frame
	     Five to six weeks


	Developed By
	     

	School
	

	Identify Desired Results (Stage 1)

	Content Standards –Curricular Outcomes

	     
S.S.   IN 3.1  Analyze daily life in a diversity of communities
         IN 3.2  Analyze the cultures and traditions in communities studied

ELA   CR3.1 Comprehend and respond to a variety of grade level texts that address community

         CC 3.1 Compose and create a range of visual, multimedia, oral and written texts that explore 

                     community

         CC 3.3 Speak to present ideas and information appropriately in informal and some formal

                     situations for different audiences and purposes



	Essential Questions
	Enduring Understandings

	Open-ended questions that stimulate thought and inquiry linked to the content of the enduring understanding.
	What do you want students to understand & be able to use several years from now?         

	     
What factors influence a culture over time?
What are important aspects of a different culture?

How do people of different cultural backgrounds and ways of life find ways to work together?


	People bring the culture and traditions of their homeland to their new country.
Once in their new country they will keep some of their traditions and adapt some of their other traditions as a result of integration with the larger Canadian community.

	
	Misconceptions

	
	(Optional)

	
	

	Knowledge

Students will know…
	Skills

Students will be able to…

	-physical change does not have to mean the end of tradition

-people can choose to preserve their culture while adapting many elements of a modern lifestyle

-customs can be kept alive and celebrated

-communities can blend cultural traditions with a modern lifestyle

-identify ways people keep customs and traditions

-identify contributions of other cultures to Canadian culture 


	     -present information on the community in oral or  

        written form
· participate co-operatively in group work and class discussions

· understand differences in perspective

· use pictorial and written materials to gain information

· analyze a case study

· compare own community to others to see the diversity of lifestyles in the Canadian community

· explain how customs, traditions, and beliefs are kept in other communities

· make decisions on issues that affect people of all backgrounds regarding traditions, languages, and beliefs

	Assessment Evidence (Stage 2)

	Performance Task Description 

	The performance task describes the learning activity in “story” form.  Typically, the P.T. describes a scenario or situation that requires students to apply knowledge and skills to demonstrate their understanding in a real life situation. Describe your performance task scenario below:


	Helpful tips for writing a performance task.

	Goal:  Your goal is to develop  an understanding of and appreciation for the role of distinctive communities in Canada that have helped  form Canadian culture.
Role:  You will become a member of a TV broadcast team on location in Edmonton (Chinese community), Gravelbourg (French community), John D’or Prairie (Cree community), and Vegreville (Ukrainian community).  They will research and present an oral report on a celebration or tradition in one of the four communities.

Audience:  You will present to other members of the broadcast team ( own class) and other audiences (younger grades).
Situation:  Special traditions and celebrations are happening in Edmonton, Gravelbourg, John D’or Prairie and Vegreville.  The Canadian Broadcast Corporation (CBC) is sending you on location in one of these communities to report on these exciting events.

Product:  Find information from a variety of resources, including your textbook, library books, and internet sites approved by your teacher.  Your report will need to give information about why the celebration or tradition began, how it is celebrated today, what makes this celebration/ tradition unique to this culture and part of their identity.  Include pictures, posters, or models that will make your presentation more interesting for your TV audience.  When your report is complete you will present to your audience.  Remember to speak in a loud, clear, expressive voice.

	-

	
	Role:
What role (perspective) will your students be taking?

	
	Audience:
Who is the relevant audience?

	
	Situation:
The context or challenge provided to the student.

	
	Product/Performance:
What product/performance will the student create?

	
	Standards

(Create the rubric for the Performance Task)

	BLOOMS TAXONOMY:

REMEMBERING: Can the students recall or remember the information?
UNDERSTANDING: Can the students explain ideas or concepts?
APPLYING: Can the students use the information in a new way?
ANALYZING: Can the students distinguish between the different parts?
EVALUATING: Can the students justify a stand or decision?
CREATING:  Can the students create new product or point of view?
	Digital Taxonomy for Bloom:

KNOWLEDGE: Highlighting, bookmarking, social networking, searching, googling
COMPREHENSION: Advanced searches, blog journaling, twittering, commenting

APPLICATION: Running, loading, playing, operating, hacking, uploading, sharing, editing

ANALYSIS: Mashing, linking, tagging, validating, cracking, reverse-engineering

SYNTHESIS: Programming, filming, animating, blogging, wiki-ing, publishing, podcasting, video casting

EVALUATION: Blog commenting, reviewing, posting, moderating, collaborating, networking, posting moderating

	Standards Rubric

The standards rubric should identify how student understanding will be measured. 


	

	Other Assessment Evidence:  (Formative and summative assessments used throughout the unit to arrive at the outcomes.)

	Conversation
	Observation
	Product

	Self-assessments
Observation—anecdotal records,  conferences


	 Observations using the Teacher Evaluation Checklists ( Appendix A of Special Canadian Communities Teacher’s Guide)
	Use the attached rubric to assess the students’ performance task.

	Learning Plan (Stage 3)

	Where are your students headed?  Where have they been?  How will you make sure the students know where they are going?

	Students will prepare an oral TV broadcast researching one of four different cultural communities focusing on the traditions and/or celebrations maintained by that community.
Students will be involved in a number of activities that will prepare them for the study of cultural heritage of Canadian communities.  They will be introduced to map skills, review the concept of community, and role-play to learn how and why special communities develop.

Students will be provided with background information on the community they will be researching.  Students can make use of their textbook, library books, and web sites such as Google Earth, and Culturegrams.  They will be provided with a self assessment checklist which will inform them of teacher expectations.



	How will you hook students at the beginning of the unit? (motivational set)

	Classroom Museum
Students will be asked to bring objects and photos that illustrate customs and traditions in their family and community.  Examples may be beadwork, embroidery, basket work, weaving, pottery, carvings, books in different languages, dolls in costumes, newspapers, etc.  Descriptive cards could be placed beside the articles.  A schedule could be drawn up for students to take turns being curator assuming the responsibility of keeping displays neat and organized and helping visitors.


	What events will help students experience and explore the enduring understandings and essential questions in the unit?  How will you equip them with needed skills and knowledge?  How will you organize and sequence the learning activities to optimize the engagement and achievement of all students?

	    Locate our own community using a provincial map.  Learn to use the legend,  

population symbols, and directions.
  Go on a field trip of our community to then create a community map.  You can use a community map from the municipal office to check their accuracy.
      Compose a travel poster that highlights special features of our community.
     Have a lesson to discuss changes in students’ lives and changes in the community.                                    Host a senior citizen, as a local expert from the community, to make a presentation of the history and changes of our area.
Review community customs and traditions. Role-play emigrating and ask students to think of six things that they would take with them to their new land.  Then think of things that cannot be packed in a suitcase (things that are in their hearts and heads).
Role-play arriving in a new land and starting a new community.  Discuss the students’ role-playing to decide how and why they, as newcomers to a different country, will have to make some changes in the way they live.  What traditions or ways of life will they as newcomers, choose to keep.

Provide an example of a news broadcast that will show the elements of reporting news accurately.   
Research and rehearse for the performance task.

Present performance tasks.

Take a field trip to the Hutterite Colony in order to experience life in a different community, then write a report of what they learned about the Hutterite way of life.

	Time Frame

	
	2 thirty minute lessons
2 thirty minute lessons

2 thirty minute lessons

2 thirty minute lessons

1 thirty minute lesson

1 thirty minute lesson

1 thirty minute lesson

5 to 7 thirty minute lessons

2 thirty minute lessons

A one day field trip to the Hutterite Colony.

2 thirty minute lessons to work on their report


	How will you cause students to reflect and rethink?  How will you guide them in rehearsing, revising, and refining their work based on your essential questions and enduring understandings? 

	Students will be given opportunities to share their writing and research with the teacher as well as participating in self and peer assessment (within their group).  They will work through the writing process as they write, revise, edit, and present.  Students will be given the opportunity to rehearse their oral presentation focusing on providing appropriate volume and expression.


	How will you help students to exhibit and self-evaluate their growing skills, knowledge, and understanding throughout the unit?

	Students will be provided with a self assessment checklist to help them evaluate their own work in the performance task.


	How will you tailor and otherwise personalize the learning plan to optimize the engagement and effectiveness of ALL students, without compromising the goals of the unit?

	Students will be given opportunities to share their thoughts and writing with the teacher and the other members of their group.
More teacher assistance will be provided for students who require it.

Students will make use of their word bank books.
Allow some students to communicate more through pictures and oral recounts, but still expect some written work to be done.

Students who are able to write in more detail will be encouraged to write more information.



	What resources will you use in the learning experiences to meet the outcomes?

	Saskatchewan Curriculum
Special Canadian Communities  by Elma Schemenauer and Kelly D. Wilkins (Kanata: the Canadian studies series)

A community member to talk about changes to our community

Members of the Leask Hutterite Colony who will provide a tour of their colony



	Assess and Reflect (Stage 4)

	Required Areas of Study:
 Is there alignment between outcomes, performance assessment and learning experiences?
	

	BAL’s:
 Does my unit promote life long learning, encourage the development of self and community, and engage students?
	

	CELS & CCC’s: 
Do the learning experiences allow learners to use multiple literacies while constructing knowledge, demonstrating social responsibility, and acting autonomously in their world?
	     

	Adaptive Dimension: 

Have I made purposeful adjustments to the curriculum content (not outcomes), instructional practices, and/or the learning environment to meet the learning needs of all my students?
	

	Instructional Approaches: 

Do I use a variety of teacher directed and student centered instructional approaches?
	     

	Student Evaluation: 

Have I included formative and summative assessments reflective of student needs and interests based on curricular outcomes?
	     

	Resource Based Learning:
 Do the students have access to various resources on an ongoing basis?
	     

	FNM/I Content and Perspectives/Gender Equity/Multicultural Education: 

Have I nurtured and promoted diversity while honoring each child’s identity? 
	     

	Blueprint for Life: 
Have I planned learning experiences in the unit that prepare students for a balanced life and/or work career?
	     


Adapted from:  Wiggins, Grant and J. McTighe. (1998). Understanding by Design, Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development.
