Literacy in Action: Get the Message!
Notebook Files, Assessments, and Student Samples can be found here:
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	Title of Unit
	Get the Message
	Grade Level
	4

	Curriculum Area
	ELA
	Time Frame
	4 – 6 weeks

	Developed By
	
	ELA Context
	Communicative

	School
	

	Identify Desired Results (Stage 1)

	Content Standards –Curricular Outcomes

	Comprehend & Respond  

CR4.2 Views and responds to visual and multimedia texts explaining the creator’s technique and the impact on viewers.
Compose & Create
CC4.1 Compose and create a range of visual, multimedia, oral, and written texts that explore: responsibility through personal experiences and inquiry. 
CC4.2 Create a variety of clear representations that communicate straightforward ideas and information relevant to the topic and purpose.
Assess & Reflect 

AR4.1 Reflects on and assesses own viewing, listening, reading, speaking, writing, and other representing experiences and explore possible ways to improve.

Focusing on: Viewing Representing



	Essential Questions
	Enduring Understandings

	Open-ended questions that stimulate thought and inquiry linked to the content of the enduring understanding.
	What do you want students to understand & be able to use several years from now?         

	Why is it important to understand what we view?
How does the way an author creates a text (poster, website, picture) impact its audience?

How do visuals communicate messages?

Why is it important to understand how we learn? (AR4.1)


	Messages are written with an audience and purpose in mind. 


	
	Misconception

	Unit Question (ELA context)
	(Optional)

	Why is it important to understand how to view messages?


	Students may think a picture is a picture and overlook the message.  


	Knowledge

Students will know…
	Skills

Students will be able to…

	a. Discuss visual experiences (e.g., what was seen and the

effectiveness).

h. View a multimedia presentation and identify how the language,

visual, and multimedia features (e.g., sound, colour, movement) are

used to persuade. (ads)
a. Reflect on viewing, listening, reading, representing, speaking, and

writing by explaining what is effective or what worked in a text. (Peer Reflection?)
b. Ask questions such as “What do I already know? What can I already

do? What strategies have I learned? What do I need to remember?

What goals do I need to set for myself?”


	b. Select and use pertinent before, during, and after strategies to

construct meaning when viewing.

d. Evaluate the role of visuals in focusing attention on particular

aspects or events, and influencing opinions on issues.

g. Understand how a range of visual features (e.g., graphs, images,

illustrations, charts, maps, diagrams) can enhance and clarify

spoken, written, or silent messages.

c. Understand and apply cues and conventions including pragmatic (audience /purpose), textual(format), and others(color, font, etc. Zunes) to construct and confirm meaning when viewing.

a. Create spoken, written, and other representations that include:

• a specific message

• a coherent organization of ideas

• ideas and information which are clear and complete

• appropriate use of language and conventions.

(comic life)

b. Compose and communicate findings and conclusions about

problems, questions, or issues in a clear visual, oral, and written

format.

c. Use inquiry to explore authentic problems, questions, and issues

associated with identity, community, and social responsibility

including:

• asking general and specific inquiry questions on topics using

predetermined categories

• recording, selecting, and sharing relevant personal knowledge

and understanding of a topic or questions and considering

purpose for individual and group inquiry or research

• selecting and using a plan for gathering ideas and information

• assessing the usefulness, authenticity, and reliability

of information for inquiry or research needs using preestablished

criteria

• using a variety of tools (including indices, maps, atlases,

charts, electronic sources) and resources to access ideas and

information

• organizing ideas and information in logical sequences

• making notes and citing authors and titles of sources

alphabetically

• examining collected information to identify categories or

aspects of a topic that need more research

• sharing findings and conclusions in a clear visual, oral, and

written format

• using the language of inquiry (e.g., “I want to know if .…”, ”I

wonder about ….”).

b. Select and use pertinent before, during, and after strategies to

communicate meaning when using other forms of representing.

a. Use a variety of visuals (e.g., chart, diagram) to communicate

essential information when making an oral presentation.

c. Understand and apply cues and conventions including

pragmatic(audience / purpose), textual (form), and others to communicate meaning when using other forms of representing.

d. Organize information and ideas in visual and multimedia texts that

are clear, meaningful, logical, and illustrative of the topic and are

properly labelled and captioned.

e. Express relevant opinions about experiences (e.g., an incident)

through a variety of representations (e.g., multimedia presentation,

role play).

f. Use visual aids (e.g., pictograms, graphs, charts, tables, diagrams,

maps, illustrations, movement) to enhance spoken or written

products.

g. Experiment with different ways of representing ideas and sharing

them with others (e.g., drama, mime, tableau, dance, music,

models, painting).



	Assessment Evidence (Stage 2)

	Performance Task Description 

	The performance task describes the learning activity in “story” form.  Typically, the P.T. describes a scenario or situation that requires students to apply knowledge and skills to demonstrate their understanding in a real life situation. Describe your performance task scenario below:


	Helpful tips for writing a performance task.

	Anti-Bullying Campaign
Bullying is a big problem for kids today.  We want you to try to prevent bullying at Ecole Vickers.  You will be an anti-bully activist.  You will create an ad campaign that includes various visuals.  Your work will published on Mme Bliojiu’s webpage and it will be shared with other students at Ecole Vickers. You will create one of the following: a poster, photo essay, or a photo story using strong visuals to communicate your anti-bullying message.  The students will respond to one another’s texts. They will choose one that they have made a personal connection with.  They will explain the creators’ technique and how it impacted them.

	Goal:

What should students accomplish by completing this task?

	
	Role:
What role (perspective) will your students be taking?

	
	Audience:
Who is the relevant audience?

	
	Situation:
The context or challenge provided to the student.

	
	Product/Performance:
What product/performance will the student create?

	
	Standards

(Create the rubric for the Performance Task)

	BLOOMS TAXONOMY:

REMEMBERING: Can the students recall or remember the information?
UNDERSTANDING: Can the students explain ideas or concepts?
APPLYING: Can the students use the information in a new way?
ANALYZING: Can the students distinguish between the different parts?
EVALUATING: Can the students justify a stand or decision?
CREATING:  Can the students create new product or point of view?
	Digital Taxonomy for Bloom:

KNOWLEDGE: Highlighting, bookmarking, social networking, searching, googling
COMPREHENSION: Advanced searches, blog journaling, twittering, commenting

APPLICATION: Running, loading, playing, operating, hacking, uploading, sharing, editing

ANALYSIS: Mashing, linking, tagging, validating, cracking, reverse-engineering

SYNTHESIS: Programming, filming, animating, blogging, wiki-ing, publishing, podcasting, video casting

EVALUATION: Blog commenting, reviewing, posting, moderating, collaborating, networking, posting moderating

	Standards Rubric

The standards rubric should identify how student understanding will be measured. 

	Please attach rubric to unit plan.


	Other Assessment Evidence:  (Formative and summative assessments used throughout the unit to arrive at the outcomes.)

	Conversation

Observation

Product

 peer conferencing

 self-assessment

journal entries

anecdotal records

discussions

Posters
Peer Assessments 

performance task


	Learning Plan (Stage 3)

	Where are your students headed?  Where have they been?  How will you make sure the students know where they are going?

	Strategies – Use what you know, decide what’s important, evaluate
Critical literacy – Evaluate content; analyze technique

Text Forms – Poster, Comic / Cartoon, Photo, Digital Photostory
Elements of writing – Select / Create images; create with a purpose

Visual Communication – Photo collection, advertising 



	How will you hook students at the beginning of the unit? (motivational set)

	WE will brainstorm a list of messages we receive daily.


	What events will help students experience and explore the enduring understandings and essential questions in the unit?  How will you equip them with needed skills and knowledge?

	You MUST use the Literacy in Action ProGuide DVD!  Every lesson plan is linked to the pages in the student book, line masters, posters, and video’s that you can use with your students.  It is fabulous! We have added most of the pictures, line masters, and assessments if you do not have access to the ProGuide DVD.

Literacy in Action Lessons (These have all been made into Notebook files and are saved in the T Drive.

T:\Smartboard\English_Language_Arts\Grade 4\Get The Message UbD - Literacy in Action
· Lesson 1: Introduction (CR4.2)

· Lesson 2: Where’s the Message (CR4.2)

· Lesson 3: Viewing Messages (CR4.2)

· Lesson 4: Guided Practice & Reflect on Your Reading (CR4.2 & AR4.1)

· Lesson 5: Poster Vocabulary (CR4.2)

· Lesson 6: View Like a Photographer (CC4.1)

· Use digital camera to take their own pictures.

· Photography – what’s the message? Share with image and everyone comes up with idea on a sticky note…

· Mini Lesson: Page 28 teacher guide “Camera Angles” and there effects.

· Lesson 7: No Need for Words (Body Language & Understand photo’s)(CC4.2)
· Works well with Tricky Pictures (next lesson)

· Comic Life

· Lesson 8: Tricky Pics – Doctored Pictures(CR4.2)
· Lesson 9: Word Art(CC4.2)
· Tagxedo Website
· Flaming Text Website
· Lesson 10: From Cave to Computer (CC4.2)
· How has sending messages changed?

· Email – Gaggle

· Lesson 11: Designers at Work! (Performance Task – When they create their work) (All Outcomes)


	How will you cause students to reflect and rethink?  How will you guide them in rehearsing, revising, and refining their work?

	Students will reflect in their ELA notebooks at the end of each lesson.  Student responses will guide subsequent lessons.


	How will you help students to exhibit and self-evaluate their growing skills, knowledge, and understanding throughout the unit?

	Throughout the unit students’ will be asked to assess their ability to answer the essential questions of the unit with the goal that by the end of the unit they should be able to answer all the questions. Students will also be required to self-assess their performance task.  


	How will you tailor and otherwise personalize the learning plan to optimize the engagement and effectiveness of ALL students, without compromising the goals of the unit?

	Instruction will vary depending on student needs:  whole class, guided, independent, small group, partner, teacher modeling, explicit instruction, and individual instruction 

Teacher will refer to the differentiated instruction boxes in the Literacy in Action guide support individual student needs.



	What resources will you use in the learning experiences to meet the outcomes?

	Literacy in Action 
Grade 4 
Get the Message
Student Book 4A

Poster Pack

Websites:

(All websites have been linked to the Notebook Files.)

1. Brain Pop Jr. Bullying

a. http://www.brainpopjr.com/health/relationships/bullying/
2. Brain Pop  Cyberbullying

a. http://www.brainpop.com/technology/computersandinternet/cyberbullying/
3. Kids Health: Helping Kids Deal With Bullies

a. http://kidshealth.org/parent/emotions/behavior/bullies.html
4. Pic-Lit Inspired Picture Writing

a. http://www.piclits.com/compose_dragdrop.aspx
5. Flaming Text

a. http://www.flamingtext.com/
6. Tagxedo

a. http://www.tagxedo.com/app.html
Software:

1. SMART Notebook 

2. Comic Life



	Assess and Reflect (Stage 4)

	Required Areas of Study:
 Is there alignment between outcomes, performance assessment and learning experiences?
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	BAL’s:
 Does my unit promote life long learning, encourage the development of self and community, and engage students?
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	CELS & CCC’s: 
Do the learning experiences allow learners to use multiple literacies while constructing knowledge, demonstrating social responsibility, and acting autonomously in their world?
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	Adaptive Dimension: 

Have I made purposeful adjustments to the curriculum content (not outcomes), instructional practices, and/or the learning environment to meet the learning needs of all my students?
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	Instructional Approaches: 

Do I use a variety of teacher directed and student centered instructional approaches?
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	Student Evaluation: 

Have I included formative and summative assessments reflective of student needs and interests based on curricular outcomes?
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	Resource Based Learning:
 Do the students have access to various resources on an ongoing basis?
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	FNM/I Content and Perspectives/Gender Equity/Multicultural Education: 

Have I nurtured and promoted diversity while honoring each child’s identity? 
	

	Blueprint for Life: 
Have I planned learning experiences in the unit that prepare students for a balanced life and/or work career?
	


Adapted from:  Wiggins, Grant and J. McTighe. (1998). Understanding by Design, Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development.
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