Understanding by Design Unit Template

Follow the path for support materials:  T:\Smartboard\English_Language_Arts\Grade 9\UbD Units\All That I Am--Personal & Philosophic
	Title of Unit 
	All That I Am
	Grade Level
	9

	Curriculum Area 
	ELA 9
	Time Frame
	

	Developed By 
	
	ELA Context
	Personal & Philosophic

	
	

	Identify Desired Results (Stage 1)

	Content Standards –Curricular Outcomes

	CR9.1a 

View, listen to, read, comprehend, and respond to a variety of texts that address identity (e.g., The Search for Self), social responsibility (e.g., Our Shared Narratives), and efficacy (e.g., Doing the Right Thing). 

Unpacked

View text 

Listen to text

Read text 

Comprehend text 

Respond of text 

Text Choices – should represent identity

CR9.2a 

Select and use appropriate strategies to construct meaning before (e.g., formulating focus questions), during (e.g., adjusting rate to the specific purpose and difficulty of the text), and after (e.g., analyzing and evaluating) viewing, listening, and reading. 

Unpacked
Select strategies

Use strategies

Before/During/After (BDA)
CC9.5a 

Create and present a variety of visual and multimedia presentations to best represent message for an intended audience and purpose. 

Unpacked
Create visual presentations

Create multimedia presentations

(for intended audience) ---------- targeted 

AR9.2a 

Assess own and others’ work for clarity, correctness, and impact. 

Unpacked
Assess own and others work


	Essential Questions
	Enduring Understandings

	Open-ended questions that stimulate thought and inquiry linked to the content of the enduring understanding.
	What do you want students to understand & be able to use several years from now?         Students will understand that…

	What do good readers do?

What strategies should a reader use to comprehend text?

What do good listeners do?

	· there are a variety of strategies used to comprehend various texts.



	
	Misconception

	Unit Question (ELA context)
	(Optional)

	Where does our sense of identity come from?

What makes each person unique and interesting?

How do we keep our self-identity, yet at the same time become part of a community?


	

	Knowledge

Students will know…
	Skills

Students will be able to…

	Listening strategies

Reading strategies

Viewing strategies


	Select and use appropriate before, during and after strategies.

Create text to communicate meaning.

Review and refine reading, writing, listening and representing skills and strategies through feedback.



	Assessment Evidence (Stage 2)

	Performance Task Description 

	The performance task describes the learning activity in “story” form.  Typically, the P.T. describes a scenario or situation that requires students to apply knowledge and skills to demonstrate their understanding in a real life situation. Describe your performance task scenario below:


	Helpful tips for writing a performance task.

	Students will view an exemplar of the performance task in the Live Ink resource titled Don’t Label Me, on page 42.  Students will choose one of the BDA strategies used throughout the unit while viewing the exemplar. 

Imagine you are a writer for a teen magazine who has been asked to create a one page visual text that celebrates individuality. Include an explanation that conveys a message to the reader or viewer and invite them to make personal connections with the text.


	Goal:

What should students accomplish by completing this task?

	
	Role:

What role (perspective) will your students be taking?

	
	Audience:

Who is the relevant audience?

	
	Situation:

The context or challenge provided to the student.

	
	Product/Performance:

What product/performance will the student create?

	
	Standards

(Create the rubric for the Performance Task)

	BLOOMS TAXONOMY:

REMEMBERING: Can the students recall or remember the information?

UNDERSTANDING: Can the students explain ideas or concepts?
APPLYING: Can the students use the information in a new way?
ANALYZING: Can the students distinguish between the different parts?

EVALUATING: Can the students justify a stand or decision?

CREATING:  Can the students create new product or point of view?
	Digital Taxonomy for Bloom:

KNOWLEDGE: Highlighting, bookmarking, social networking, searching, googling

COMPREHENSION: Advanced searches, blog journaling, twittering, commenting

APPLICATION: Running, loading, playing, operating, hacking, uploading, sharing, editing

ANALYSIS: Mashing, linking, tagging, validating, cracking, reverse-engineering

SYNTHESIS: Programming, filming, animating, blogging, wiki-ing, publishing, podcasting, video casting

EVALUATION: Blog commenting, reviewing, posting, moderating, collaborating, networking, posting moderating

	


	                   Level

Criteria

Intervention 1

You can do it. Spend some extra time with the criteria and ask for help

Instructional 2

Good start. You are beginning to make sense of this on your own.

Independence 3

You did it and you did it on you own. 

Mastery 4

Great work! This is going extra well for you.

View, read, comprehend, and respond to text that address identity  CR9.1a 
Irrelevant response to text

Limited response to text.

Relevant and accurate response to text.

Insightful response to text.

Select and use BDA strategies to construct meaning.  CR9.2a 
Ineffective use of the strategy chosen. 

Limited use of the strategy chosen.

Effective use of the strategy chosen.

Insightful use of the strategy chosen.

Create and present a  visual and multimedia presentation to best represent message for an intended audience and purpose.   CC9.5a
Lacks visual appeal, no message conveyed. 

Some visual appeal, unclear message conveyed.

Visually appealing with a clear message conveyed. 

Memorable visual appeal and captivating message. 

Assess own and others’ work for clarity, correctness, and impact. 
                 AR9.2a
Inaccurate assessment of work.
Partial or basic assessment of work.
Accurate assessment of work.
Insightful assessment of work.


	Other Assessment Evidence:  (Formative and summative assessments used throughout the unit to arrive at the outcomes.)

	Conversation
	Observation
	Product

	Sentence stems
	checklists
	Traditional product

	Learning Plan (Stage 3)

	Where are your students headed?  Where have they been?  How will you make sure the students know where they are going?

	· Post outcomes in the classroom

· Post essential questions



	How will you hook students at the beginning of the unit? (motivational set)

	· Rotate around classroom in small groups, with essential questions posted on large papers. Students will discuss and write their groups’ responses on the paper. Once each group appears done, groups will rotate.  Once all groups have responded to each question, discuss responses as a class. 



	What events will help students experience and explore the enduring understandings and essential questions in the unit?  How will you equip them with needed skills and knowledge?  How will you organize and sequence the learning activities to optimize the engagement and achievement of all students?

	· CR9.2a  See T – drive – Becoming A Better Reader 

· CR9.1a  CR9.2a   AR9.2a - Read short story Acceptance (Crossroads). Have students work through a KWL ( handout 1-1). Students will use self- reflection checklist for KWL. (formative)
· CR9.1a Read short story A Reasonable Sum (handout 1-6) to students. Complete before/during/after strategies (handout 1-7) with formative assessment.
· CR9.1a  CR9.2a   AR9.2a – Listen to song Lee Ann Womack (find on YouTube) - I Hope You Dance. Give students lyrics sheet (handout 1-4) for the song. Have students complete the My Personal Connections template (handout 1-2) using lyrics from the song. Students will fill in self -reflection checklist for Personal Connections. (formative) 
· CR9.1a  CR9.2a   AR9.2a – As a class read the poem And I Remember (Crossroads). Have students use the journal prompt and template (handout 1-3) to respond to the poem. Students will then peer evaluate a partner’s journal using the attached rubric. (formative)
· CR9.1a  CR9.2a   AR9.2a – Read through the story On The Sidewalk Bleeding (Crossroads) as a class. Have students choose one of the BDA strategies to use for this story. Teacher completes the checklist that corresponds with the chosen strategy, sentence stems found on handout 1-9 (a) and 1-9 (b)  (formative) 
· CC9.5a – Show students an exemplar of a news article with a visual. See Smartboard presentation on Parts of a News Article and News Article Outline. (see T Drive) Have students follow the GRASPS (handout 1-5) and complete the news article performance task for On The Sidewalk Bleeding.
· CR9.1a CR9.2a - Watch the movie The Curious Case of Benjamin Button. Use the BDA strategies with the movie. Have students make predictions about the changes they will experience in their own lives. Once students have completed their predictions, have them listen to each other in small groups or pairs. 

	Time Frame

	
	

	How will you cause students to reflect and rethink?  How will you guide them in rehearsing, revising, and refining their work based on your essential questions and enduring understandings?

	Snowball activity: split students into three groups, each tackling a different essential questions. Give students thirty seconds to brainstorm and record two ideas for their question.  Have one student ball-up the piece of paper and on your count have students toss the papers to another group, where each group adds their ideas.  Review this activity by having students share ideas recorded on the piece of paper they end up with.


	How will you help students to exhibit and self-evaluate their growing skills, knowledge, and understanding throughout the unit?

	-Peer and self-assessment after various activities
Meet with students and complete some “Successful Learners” sentence stems from the AAC.



	How will you tailor and otherwise personalize the learning plan to optimize the engagement and effectiveness of ALL students, without compromising the goals of the unit?

	

	What resources will you use in the learning experiences to meet the outcomes?

	Crossroads

YouTube

Gordon Korman website

Lyrics

The Curious Case of Ben Button--movie
Live Ink Resource

BDA Strategies for Listening, Reading, and Viewing (http://inquiryunit.wikispaces.com/file/view/BDA+Strategies+for+Listening.doc)

Peer Assessment Writing checklist  http://4teachers.org/projectbased/912wrt.shtml



	Assess and Reflect (Stage 4)

	Required Areas of Study:

 Is there alignment between outcomes, performance assessment and learning experiences?
	

	BAL’s:

 Does my unit promote life long learning, encourage the development of self and community, and engage students?
	

	CELS & CCC’s: 

Do the learning experiences allow learners to use multiple literacies while constructing knowledge, demonstrating social responsibility, and acting autonomously in their world?
	     

	Adaptive Dimension: 

Have I made purposeful adjustments to the curriculum content (not outcomes), instructional practices, and/or the learning environment to meet the learning needs of all my students?
	

	Instructional Approaches: 

Do I use a variety of teacher directed and student centered instructional approaches?
	     

	Student Evaluation: 

Have I included formative and summative assessments reflective of student needs and interests based on curricular outcomes? http://4teachers.org/projectbased/912wrt.shtml
	     

	Resource Based Learning:
 Do the students have access to various resources on an ongoing basis?
	     

	FNM/I Content and Perspectives/Gender Equity/Multicultural Education: 

Have I nurtured and promoted diversity while honoring each child’s identity? 
	     

	Blueprint for Life: 

Have I planned learning experiences in the unit that prepare students for a balanced life and/or work career?
	     


Adapted from:  Wiggins, Grant and J. McTighe. (1998). Understanding by Design, Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development.

