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	Title of Unit
	Communication Matters
	Grade Level
	9b

	Curriculum Area
	ELA
	Time Frame
	     

	Developed By
	
	ELA Context
	Communicative

	School
	

	Identify Desired Results (Stage 1)

	Content Standards –Curricular Outcomes

	CR9.3b 

Use pragmatic (e.g., language suitable for intended audience), textual (e.g., author’s thesis or argument, how author organized text to achieve unity, coherence, and effect), syntactic (e.g., parallel structures), semantic/lexical/morphological (e.g., connotation and denotation), graphophonic (e.g., common spellings and variants for effect or dialect), and other cues (e.g., fonts, colour) to construct and to confirm meaning. 

CR9.5b 

Listen purposefully to understand, analyze, and evaluate oral information and ideas from a range of texts including directions and train of thought, main points, and presentation techniques.
CR9.7b 

Read independently and demonstrate comprehension of a variety of information texts including expository essays, historical accounts, news articles, and scientific writing.
CC9.4b 

Use pragmatic (e.g., inclusive language that supports people across cultures, genders, ages, and abilities), textual (e.g., strong leads, coherent body, and effective endings), syntactic (e.g., subordination to show more precisely the relationships between ideas), semantic/lexical/morphological (e.g., both the denotative and connotative meaning of words), graphophonic (e.g., knowledge of spelling patterns and rules to identify, analyze, and correct spelling errors), and other cues (e.g., combine print and visuals to enhance presentations) to construct and to communicate meaning.
CC9.5b 

Create and present a variety of visual and multimedia presentations including addressing various audiences for one proposal. 

CC9.6b 

Use oral language to interact purposefully, confidently, and appropriately in a variety of situations including participating in one-to-one, small group, and large group discussions (e.g., prompting and supporting others, solving problems, resolving conflicts, building consensus, articulating and explaining personal viewpoint, discussing preferences, speaking to extend current understanding, and celebrating special events and accomplishments). 

CC9.9b 

Experiment with a variety of text forms (e.g., debates, meetings, presentations to unfamiliar audiences, poetry, précis, short script, advice column, video documentary, comic strip) and techniques (e.g., tone, persona, point of view, imagery, dialogue, figurative language). 

AR9.1b 

Assess personal strengths and needs as a viewer, listener, reader, representer, speaker, and writer and contributions to the community of learners, and develop goals based on assessment and work toward them.

AR9.2b 

Assess own and others’ work for clarity, correctness, and impact.


	Essential Questions
	Enduring Understandings

	Open-ended questions that stimulate thought and inquiry linked to the content of the enduring understanding.
	What do you want students to understand & be able to use several years from now?         

	· What role does communication play in our lives?

· What makes communication effective?

· What ideas, techniques, and technologies can be used to enhance communication?


	Students will understand the various forms of communication and learn strategies and techniques to ensure they communicate effectively.

	
	Misconception

	Unit Question (ELA context)
	(Optional)

	How do I say what I mean and mean what I say?
	

	Knowledge

Students will know…
	Skills

Students will be able to…

	1. How to identify and apply various language cues and conventions according to purpose of communication. (CR9.3b, CC9.4b)

2. How to understand, analyze and evaluate information from a range of texts. (CR9.5b listening, CR9.7b reading)
3. How to create a variety of text forms, including visual and multimedia presentations. (CC9.5b, CC9.9b)
4. How to interact purposefully, confidently, and appropriately in a variety of situations. (CC9.6b)
5. How to assess their own and others’ work for clarity, correctness, and impact. (AR9.2b)

	1. CR9.3b, CC9.4b
a. Pragmatic: Recognize and understand how language of text was chosen to suit intended audiences and purposes; recognize and explain function and purpose of texts including informing, persuading, narrating, describing; recognize use and register of language.  Use inclusive language that supports and demonstrates respect for people across cultures, genders, ages, and abilities; adjust use of language to suit audiences and purposes; use appropriate register of language (i.e., formal, informal, colloquial); address communication to a specific audience; ensure voice/tone is appropriate to audience and text type.
b. Textual: Recognize, use, and explain how structures and features of texts can work to shape understanding including form/genre, artistic devices, elements and text features; recognize point of view employed (including third person) for a particular purpose; recognize how language and techniques create a dominant impression, mood, tone, and style. craft strong leads, coherent bodies, and effective conclusions; maintain focus and ensure unity and coherence in text from beginning to end; use effective transition words.
c. Syntactical: Recognize and comprehend sentence structures including compound and complex sentences used for variety, interest, and effect;

d. Semantic/Lexical/Morphological: Recognize, comprehend and use words that are appropriate for audience, purpose, and context and capture a particular aspect of intended meaning; recognize and interpret the denotative and connotative meaning of words; avoid wordiness, mixed metaphors, or “fancy” words; use reference tools including dictionaries, thesauri, and handbooks to determine meaning of words;
e. Graphophonic:. Enunciate clearly and carefully, and correctly pronounce words with proper emphasis; 
f. Other Cues: Recognize, comprehend and use non-verbal cues (including gestures, physical movements, facial expressions, eye contact, and body language), sound effects, visuals, and multimedia aids used to enhance presentation; recognize how graphics, sound, fonts, colours, and technology can be used to enhance representations. Use volume and presentation techniques appropriate to audience and purpose; combine print and visuals to enhance presentations; arrange and balance words and visuals as well as fonts (typefaces/print) in order to send a coherent and clear message to specific audiences; ensure that graphics, sound, and technology enhance representations.
2. CR9.5b, CR9.7b
a. Recognize the effects of significant verbal and non-verbal language in effective communication.
b. Analyze and evaluate what was heard and the techniques that were used.
c. Recognize biases, stereotyping, and propaganda in a presentation.
d. Evaluate the overall effectiveness of an oral or multimedia presentation.
e. Analyze the author’s form, technique, and use of language.

f. Identify, analyze, and apply knowledge of the purpose, structure, and elements of non-fiction.

g. Draw and support conclusions and opinions about author’s message, values, point of view, and craft.

3. CC9.5b, CC9.9b
a. Experiment with the use of technology in communicating for a range of purposes with a variety of audiences.

b. Use visual aids, media, and other technology to support oral presentations.

c. Prepare compositions (including essays), reports, presentations, and inquiry or research projects with adequate detail for audience understanding.

d. Design and publish documents by using publishing software and graphics programs.

e. Apply knowledge and strategies for composing pieces in a variety of forms/genres (e.g., descriptive, narrative, expository, persuasive, poetic, script).

4. CC9.6b

a. Adjust language and tone to suit audience, purpose, and situation.

b. Adjust volume, tone, pitch, and pace of speech to create effect and enhance communication.

c. Use gestures, facial expressions, visual aids, and other non-verbal cues effectively to enhance meaning of talk.

d. Experiment with speaking in formal situations (e.g., debates, meetings, presentation to an unfamiliar audience).

5. AR9.2b

a. Use criteria/rubric to evaluate oral presentations including purpose, delivery techniques, content, visual aids, body language, and facial expressions.

b. Review and refine speaking, writing, and other representing skills and strategies, through reflection, feedback, and self-assessment.

c. Use criteria to examine qualities of own and others’ work.



	Assessment Evidence (Stage 2)

	Performance Task Description 

	The performance task describes the learning activity in “story” form.  Typically, the P.T. describes a scenario or situation that requires students to apply knowledge and skills to demonstrate their understanding in a real life situation. Describe your performance task scenario below:


	Helpful tips for writing a performance task.

	From Live Ink, Out Loud: Do Your Words Matter? “You’re in the Spotlight!” Student Book pages 74-75
Goal: Students will demonstrate how spoken language connects, informs, entertains, and persuades us.

Role:  Advertiser, Interviewer, Newscaster, Panelist, or Reporter
Audience: Students your age
Situation:  Students must show the power of communication by creating a TV program on a theme or topic of interest to them.
Product:  Students will create a TV “infotainment” program in order to answer the question “Do your Words Matter?”

Standards:  see attached rubric
CC9.4b, CC9.6b, AR9.2b


	Goal:

What should students accomplish by completing this task?

	
	Role:

What role (perspective) will your students be taking?

	
	Audience:

Who is the relevant audience?

	
	Situation:

The context or challenge provided to the student.

	
	Product/Performance:

What product/performance will the student create?

	
	Standards

(Create the rubric for the Performance Task)

	BLOOMS TAXONOMY:

REMEMBERING: Can the students recall or remember the information?

UNDERSTANDING: Can the students explain ideas or concepts?
APPLYING: Can the students use the information in a new way?
ANALYZING: Can the students distinguish between the different parts?

EVALUATING: Can the students justify a stand or decision?

CREATING:  Can the students create new product or point of view?
	Digital Taxonomy for Bloom:

KNOWLEDGE: Highlighting, bookmarking, social networking, searching, googling

COMPREHENSION: Advanced searches, blog journaling, twittering, commenting

APPLICATION: Running, loading, playing, operating, hacking, uploading, sharing, editing

ANALYSIS: Mashing, linking, tagging, validating, cracking, reverse-engineering

SYNTHESIS: Programming, filming, animating, blogging, wiki-ing, publishing, podcasting, video casting

EVALUATION: Blog commenting, reviewing, posting, moderating, collaborating, networking, posting moderating

	Standards Rubric

The standards rubric should identify how student understanding will be measured. 

	Please see attached rubric, “Spotlight Rubric.”

	Other Assessment Evidence:  (Formative and summative assessments used throughout the unit to arrive at the outcomes.)

	Conversation
	Observation
	Product

	· Student-teacher conferences
· Teacher-led discussions


	· Anecdotal Records
· Checklists
	· Individual assignment rubrics

· Checklists

	Learning Plan (Stage 3)

	Where are your students headed?  Where have they been?  How will you make sure the students know where they are going?

	Post outcomes/essential questions in classroom.
Share performance task.



	How will you hook students at the beginning of the unit? (motivational set)

	Text bloopers (available online, or see attached folder)


	What events will help students experience and explore the enduring understandings and essential questions in the unit?  How will you equip them with needed skills and knowledge?  How will you organize and sequence the learning activities to optimize the engagement and achievement of all students?

	· All lessons are taken from Live Ink, Out Loud: Do Your Words Matter? Teacher’s Handbook. Teachers should review each lesson to make adaptations as needed for their students.
· Lesson 1:  Getting started, pp. 36-37 (AR9.1b)
· Lesson 2:  Focus on Form! Group Discussion, pp. 38-39 (CR9.3b, AR9.2b)

· Lesson 3:  What’s Your EQ?, pp.40-41 (CC9.4b)  
· Lesson 4:  Don’t Stick out your Tongue!, pp. 42-43 (CR9.3b)  
· Lesson 5:  Checkpoint:  How do we know the right thing to say? P. 46 – Inquiry Connection (CC9.4b) (see attached rubric)
· Lesson 6:  Focus on Form! Dramatic Readings/Spoken Word Poetry, pp. 48-49 (CR9.5b)
· Possibilities for modeling strategies:  “Still I Rise” by Maya Angelou, “Caroline” by Allison Joseph, or “A Boy in a Bed in the Dark” by Brad Sachs (poems found in Poetry Speaks:  Who Am I)

· Try it! Activity (CC9.6b)

· Lesson 7:  Introductions; My Heart is in my Throat, pp.50-51 (CR9.7b) and Stage Fright: Beat the Jitters pp. 52-53
· Lesson 8:  Stories in Rhythm; Spoken Poetry: Loud Poem, Haiku, Paint Me, pp. 54-55, Take it Further Activity #3, Say it Aloud (CR9.7b, CC9.6b, AR9.2b)
· Share examples of spoken poetry, such as:   http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f7TS2Z6lAI4, http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZJArzOTZ8LU&feature=related, etc.

· Lesson 9:  Against All Odds, pp. 66-67 (CC9.4b)
· Lesson 10:  Checkpoint: How Do Spoken Words Engage Us? P. 68 – Inquiry Connection (AR9.2b) (see attached rubric)
· Lesson 11:  Focus on Form! Listening to a Report, pp. 70-71 (CR9.5b)
· Lesson 12:  Hockey as You’ve Never Seen It, pp.72-73, Take it Further Activity #3 (CR9.7b)

· Lesson 13:  Analyzing Audience of an Interview, pp. 74-75 (CR9.3b)
· Lesson 14:  What Should a Skateboard Interview Be?; Wade Fyfe: Smiles for Miles, pp. 78-79 (CR9.7b)

· Lesson 15:  Focus on Form! Complaints and Apologies/Persuasive Speeches, pp. 86-87 (CR9.3b)
· Lesson 16:  Using Your Voice to Get Even: United Breaks Guitars, pp.88-89, Take it Further Activity #2 (CR9.5b), #4 (CC9.9b)
· Lesson 17:  Learning from London’s Speakers’ Corner, pp. 90-91, Take it Further Activity #4 (AR9.2b)
· Lesson 18: Understanding Text Form and Drafting, pp.94-97, (CC9.9b)
· Lesson 19:  Revising, pp. 98-99 (AR9.2b)

	Time Frame

	
	

	How will you cause students to reflect and rethink?  How will you guide them in rehearsing, revising, and refining their work based on your essential questions and enduring understandings?

	Guided questions, self-assessments, checklists


	How will you help students to exhibit and self-evaluate their growing skills, knowledge, and understanding throughout the unit?

	

	How will you tailor and otherwise personalize the learning plan to optimize the engagement and effectiveness of ALL students, without compromising the goals of the unit?

	Incorporate differentiated instruction as needed and use the adaptations provided in the Live Ink Teacher handbook for applicable lessons.


	What resources will you use in the learning experiences to meet the outcomes?

	Live Ink, Out Loud: Do Your Words Matter? (Teacher handbook, Student book, Teacher eHandbook)
Scholastic, Poetry Speaks: Who I Am

Selected YouTube videos



	Assess and Reflect (Stage 4)

	Required Areas of Study:

 Is there alignment between outcomes, performance assessment and learning experiences?
	Yes

	BAL’s:

 Does my unit promote life long learning, encourage the development of self and community, and engage students?
	Yes

	CELS & CCC’s: 

Do the learning experiences allow learners to use multiple literacies while constructing knowledge, demonstrating social responsibility, and acting autonomously in their world?
	Yes

	Adaptive Dimension: 

Have I made purposeful adjustments to the curriculum content (not outcomes), instructional practices, and/or the learning environment to meet the learning needs of all my students?
	Yes

	Instructional Approaches: 

Do I use a variety of teacher directed and student centered instructional approaches?
	Yes

	Student Evaluation: 

Have I included formative and summative assessments reflective of student needs and interests based on curricular outcomes?
	Yes

	Resource Based Learning:
 Do the students have access to various resources on an ongoing basis?
	Yes

	FNM/I Content and Perspectives/Gender Equity/Multicultural Education: 

Have I nurtured and promoted diversity while honoring each child’s identity? 
	Yes

	Blueprint for Life: 

Have I planned learning experiences in the unit that prepare students for a balanced life and/or work career?
	Yes


Adapted from:  Wiggins, Grant and J. McTighe. (1998). Understanding by Design, Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development.

