Understanding by Design Unit Template

	Title of Unit: 
	      Finding the Music
	Grade Level
	9B

	Curriculum Area: 
	      ELA 9B
	Time Frame
	Three weeks

	Developed By: 
	      
	ELA Context
	Communicative

	School: 
	     

	Identify Desired Results (Stage 1)
A communicative focus or context gives students opportunities to explore different methods, forms, and issues related to language, communication, and the mass media. How do I make sense of and communicate with the world? How do I support communication with differing audiences? How do I know if communication is effective? 


	Content Standards –Curricular Outcomes

	CR9.5b 

Listen purposefully to understand, analyze, and evaluate oral information and ideas from a range of texts including directions and train of thought, main points, and presentation techniques. 

CR9.6b 

Read and demonstrate comprehension and interpretation of grade-level appropriate texts including traditional and contemporary prose fiction, poetry, and plays from First Nations, Métis, and other cultures to develop an insightful interpretation and response. 

CR9.8b 

Read Grade 9 appropriate texts to increase fluency and expression (150+wcpm orally; 215-260 silently). 

CC9.6b 

Use oral language to interact purposefully, confidently, and appropriately in a variety of situations including participating in one-to-one, small group, and large group discussions (e.g., prompting and supporting others, solving problems, resolving conflicts, building consensus, articulating and explaining personal viewpoint, discussing preferences, speaking to extend current understanding, and celebrating special events and accomplishments). 

CC9.7b 

Use oral language intentionally to express a range of information and ideas in formal and informal situations including dramatic readings of poems, monologues, scenes from plays, and stories and presenting reasoned arguments of opposing viewpoints. 

CC9.8b 

Write to describe (a description of a scene), and to persuade (a letter to the editor). 

CC9.9b 

Experiment with a variety of text forms (e.g., debates, meetings, presentations to unfamiliar audiences, poetry, précis, short script, advice column, video documentary, comic strip) and techniques (e.g., tone, persona, point of view, imagery, dialogue, figurative language). 

AR9.1b 

Assess personal strengths and needs as a viewer, listener, reader, representer, speaker, and writer and contributions to the community of learners, and develop goals based on assessment and work toward them. 


	Essential Questions
	Enduring Understandings

	Open-ended questions that stimulate thought and inquiry linked to the content of the enduring understanding.
	What do you want students to understand & be able to use several years from now?         

	· What are the advantages of using oral rather than written language?
· How does knowing the purpose for speaking or listening increase our focus and improve understanding of what we say or hear? 

· How is form linked to purpose in creating and changing the oral story?

· How do we communicate effectively and emotionally with different forms of oral text?


	* Effective listening or speaking involves thinking about meaning and connecting to other ideas.
* Effective communication can take many forms, depending on the purpose and audience.

	
	Misconception

	Unit Question (ELA context)
	(Optional)

	* How do we use communication to influence each other as communities or as individuals? 

Communicative
Students consider the role of communication in their lives and the ideas and technologies that help people become effective communicators.

	

	Knowledge

Students will know…
	Skills

Students will be able to…

	CR9.5b 

Listen purposefully to understand, analyze, and evaluate oral information and ideas from a range of texts including directions and train of thought, main points, and presentation techniques. 

CR9.6b 

Read and demonstrate comprehension and interpretation of grade-level appropriate texts including traditional and contemporary prose fiction, poetry, and plays from First Nations, Métis, and other cultures to develop an insightful interpretation and response. 

CR9.8b 

Read Grade 9 appropriate texts to increase fluency and expression (150+wcpm orally; 215-260 silently). 

CC9.6b 

Use oral language to interact purposefully, confidently, and appropriately in a variety of situations including participating in one-to-one, small group, and large group discussions (e.g., prompting and supporting others, solving problems, resolving conflicts, building consensus, articulating and explaining personal viewpoint, discussing preferences, speaking to extend current understanding, and celebrating special events and accomplishments). 

CC9.7b 

Use oral language intentionally to express a range of information and ideas in formal and informal situations including dramatic readings of poems, monologues, scenes from plays, and stories and presenting reasoned arguments of opposing viewpoints. 

 
CC9.8b 

Write to describe (a description of a scene), to narrate (a personal essay), to explain and inform (a multi-paragraph letter), and to persuade (a letter to the editor). 

CC9.9b 

Experiment with a variety of text forms (e.g., debates, meetings, presentations to unfamiliar audiences, poetry, précis, short script, advice column, video documentary, comic strip) and techniques (e.g., tone, persona, point of view, imagery, dialogue, figurative language). 

AR9.1b 

Assess personal strengths and needs as a viewer, listener, reader, representer, speaker, and writer and contributions to the community of learners, and develop goals based on assessment and work toward them. 

 

	a. Demonstrate effective, active listening behaviours including listening with clearly identified purpose in mind; adapting listening and focus to purpose and situation; keeping an open mind and considering ideas that differ from own; making notes to assist recall and inquiry; recognizing overall organization, transition cues, and key ideas and issues; interacting appropriately for clarification; recalling and summarizing main ideas and conclusions. 

c. Demonstrate an understanding of the main ideas, events, issues, or themes in a variety of oral, literary, and informational texts. 

f. Analyze and evaluate what was heard and the techniques that were used. 

k. Evaluate the overall effectiveness of an oral or multimedia presentation. 

c. Analyze the author’s form, technique, and use of language. 

e. Analyze and evaluate the ideas presented in texts.

h. Recognize how text contributed to own understanding of self, roles in society, and relationships with others. 

c. Analyze the author’s form, technique, and use of language. 

d. Identify, analyze, and apply knowledge of the purpose, structure, and elements of non-fiction. 

e. Analyze and evaluate the ideas presented in texts.

h. Recognize how text contributed to own understanding of self, roles in society, and relationships with others.

j. Adjust language and tone to suit audience, purpose, and situation. 

k. Adjust volume, tone, pitch, and pace of speech to create effect and enhance communication. 

l. Use gestures, facial expressions, visual aids, and other non-verbal cues effectively to enhance meaning of talk. 

j. Adjust language and tone to suit audience, purpose, and situation. 

k. Adjust volume, tone, pitch, and pace of speech to create effect and enhance communication. 

l. Use gestures, facial expressions, visual aids, and other non-verbal cues effectively to enhance meaning of talk. 

b. Experiment with and use memorable language effectively.
g. Write response to texts to demonstrate a comprehensive grasp of the significant ideas of literary texts and support important ideas and viewpoints through accurate and detailed references to the text, and demonstrate awareness of the author’s use of language. 

h. Apply knowledge and strategies for composing pieces in a variety of forms/genres (e.g., descriptive, narrative, expository, persuasive, poetic, script).

b. Experiment with and use memorable language effectively.

g. Write response to texts to demonstrate a comprehensive grasp of the significant ideas of literary texts and support important ideas and viewpoints through accurate and detailed references to the text, and demonstrate awareness of the author’s use of language. 

h. Apply knowledge and strategies for composing pieces in a variety of forms/genres (e.g., descriptive, narrative, expository, persuasive, poetic, script).

d. Monitor progress in achieving language communication goals. 

e. Reflect on attainment of personal goals for effective language learning and use. 

f. Review and refine speaking, writing, and other representing skills and strategies, through reflection, feedback, and self-assessment. 

g. Determine personal language strengths. 

h. Determine personal language learning goals.

	Assessment Evidence (Stage 2)

	Performance Task Description 

	The performance task describes the learning activity in “story” form.  Typically, the P.T. describes a scenario or situation that requires students to apply knowledge and skills to demonstrate their understanding in a real life situation. Describe your performance task scenario below:


	Helpful tips for writing a performance task.

	How do we use communication and technology to influence each other as communities or as individuals?
Goal:  Student teams will create and present a Glogster interactive poster documenting storytelling and/or music from a particular culture, answering one of the essential questions.
Role: themselves
Audience:  the class
Situation:  Poster Competition as judged by themselves
Product/Performance:  
a) poster must include 

- a written document from each team member related to an aspect of their project, 

- audio-visual media to complement their message
b) presentation must include

- a discussion of one essential question

- use before-introduction/during-body/after-conclusion strategies for leading the class into viewing their posters
- verbal contribution of each student

	Goal:

What should students accomplish by completing this task?

	
	Role:

What role (perspective) will your students be taking?

	
	Audience:

Who is the relevant audience?

	
	Situation:

The context or challenge provided to the student.

	
	Product/Performance:

What product/performance will the student create?

	
	Standards

(Create the rubric for the Performance Task)

	BLOOMS TAXONOMY:

REMEMBERING: Can the students recall or remember the information?

UNDERSTANDING: Can the students explain ideas or concepts?
APPLYING: Can the students use the information in a new way?
ANALYZING: Can the students distinguish between the different parts?

EVALUATING: Can the students justify a stand or decision?

CREATING:  Can the students create new product or point of view?
	Digital Taxonomy for Bloom:

KNOWLEDGE: Highlighting, bookmarking, social networking, searching, googling

COMPREHENSION: Advanced searches, blog journaling, twittering, commenting

APPLICATION: Running, loading, playing, operating, hacking, uploading, sharing, editing

ANALYSIS: Mashing, linking, tagging, validating, cracking, reverse-engineering

SYNTHESIS: Programming, filming, animating, blogging, wiki-ing, publishing, podcasting, video casting

EVALUATION: Blog commenting, reviewing, posting, moderating, collaborating, networking, posting moderating

	Standards Rubric

The standards rubric should identify how student understanding will be measured. 

	Please attach rubric to unit plan.

	Other Assessment Evidence:  (Formative and summative assessments used throughout the unit to arrive at the outcomes.)

	Conversation
	Observation
	Product

	- interviews with each team

	- checklists during work classes
	- Google docs, descriptive/expository/narrative/ persuasive writing
-Glogster

	Learning Plan (Stage 3)

	Where are your students headed?  Where have they been?  How will you make sure the students know where they are going?

	Essential Questions will be explored initially, and posted in the classroom for reference.  Samples of Glogster posters will be shown as part of the “hook”, and the GRASP will be formatted as a Glogster.



	How will you hook students at the beginning of the unit? (motivational set)

	Students will find examples of narrative/persuasive/expository/descriptive communication online to share with the class as a preliminary presentation.


	What events will help students experience and explore the enduring understandings and essential questions in the unit?  How will you equip them with needed skills and knowledge?  How will you organize and sequence the learning activities to optimize the engagement and achievement of all students?

	· Hook:  students find examples of narrative/persuasive/expository/descriptive communication (written or verbal) online to share as a mini presentation.  Essential questions will be derived from this experience.  The Glogster assignment poster will be introduced.
· Students find cultural stories online and choose one for reading.  After practicing oral reading for fluency and expression they will record it and post the recording as a link to their own glogster.  CR9.5b, CR9.6b, CR9.8b
· Students will analyze their cultural stories for common components and extrapolate “rules” for cultural stories using graphic organizers.  They will write expository and persuasive pieces explaining the components of stories, and persuading readers of their value.  This writing will be posted to their glogster poster.  CR9.5b, CC9.8b, CC9.9b  
· Students will use their analysis to create their own cultural stories incorporating narrative and descriptive writing.  These will be uploaded to the glogs.  CR9.5b, CC9.8b, CC9.9b  

· Students will find both images and sounds that will appropriately accompany their cultural stories.  These will also be uploaded to their glogs.  
· Students will prepare oral presentations using their glogs to share their work with the class.  CC9.6b, CC9.7b
· Students will complete self-assessments, participate in peer and teacher conferencing and work with the teacher to develop appropriate individual criterion based rubrics.  AR9.1b

	Time Frame

	
	

	How will you cause students to reflect and rethink?  How will you guide them in rehearsing, revising, and refining their work based on your essential questions and enduring understandings?

	Peer and teacher conferencing will be incorporated into each section of the unit.


	How will you help students to exhibit and self-evaluate their growing skills, knowledge, and understanding throughout the unit?

	At each stage students will choose appropriate self assessment forms to use at each stage of their projects.  A variety of forms will be made available for student selection.



	How will you tailor and otherwise personalize the learning plan to optimize the engagement and effectiveness of ALL students, without compromising the goals of the unit?

	Students will be given choice about the culture to investigate.  Criteria for each component can be individualized as students create their own assessment tools and rubrics.


	What resources will you use in the learning experiences to meet the outcomes?

	Glogster.edu
Internet

Various digital devices for accessing the internet

Googledocs and goapps accounts


	Assess and Reflect (Stage 4)

	Required Areas of Study:

 Is there alignment between outcomes, performance assessment and learning experiences?
	Yes

	BAL’s:

 Does my unit promote life long learning, encourage the development of self and community, and engage students?
	Yes

	CELS & CCC’s: 

Do the learning experiences allow learners to use multiple literacies while constructing knowledge, demonstrating social responsibility, and acting autonomously in their world?
	yes

	Adaptive Dimension: 

Have I made purposeful adjustments to the curriculum content (not outcomes), instructional practices, and/or the learning environment to meet the learning needs of all my students?
	Yes

	Instructional Approaches: 

Do I use a variety of teacher directed and student centered instructional approaches?
	yes

	Student Evaluation: 

Have I included formative and summative assessments reflective of student needs and interests based on curricular outcomes?
	yes

	Resource Based Learning:
 Do the students have access to various resources on an ongoing basis?
	yes

	FNM/I Content and Perspectives/Gender Equity/Multicultural Education: 

Have I nurtured and promoted diversity while honoring each child’s identity? 
	yes

	Blueprint for Life: 

Have I planned learning experiences in the unit that prepare students for a balanced life and/or work career?
	yes


Adapted from:  Wiggins, Grant and J. McTighe. (1998). Understanding by Design, Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development.

