	Title of Unit
	Surviving and Conquering
	Grade Level
	9

	Curriculum Area
	ELA
	Time Frame
	4 weeks

	Developed By
	
	ELA Context
	Imaginative and Literary

	School
	

	Identify Desired Results (Stage 1)

	Content Standards –Curricular Outcomes

	Grade Nine

CR9.1a View, listen to, read, comprehend, and respond to a variety of texts that address identity (e.g., The Search for Self), social responsibility (e.g., Our Shared Narratives), and efficacy (e.g., Doing the Right Thing).
CR9.2a Select and use appropriate strategies to construct meaning before (e.g., formulating focus questions), during (e.g., adjusting rate to the specific purpose and difficulty of the text), and after (e.g., analyzing and evaluating) viewing, listening, and reading.
 CR9.5a Listen purposefully to understand, analyze, and evaluate oral information and ideas from a range of texts including directions and train of thought, main points, and presentation techniques.

 CR9.8a Read Grade 9 appropriate texts to increase fluency and expression (150+wcpm orally; 215-260 silently).

CC9.8a Write to describe (a profile of a character), to narrate (a narrative essay), to explain and inform (a researched report), and to persuade (a review).
AR9.2a Assess own and others’ work for clarity, correctness, and impact.


	Essential Questions
	Enduring Understandings

	Open-ended questions that stimulate thought and inquiry linked to the content of the enduring understanding.
	What do you want students to understand & be able to use several years from now?    Students will understand that…     

	What are the characteristics of a good novel?
How can we use novels to help us understand ourselves and others?

How are novels created?
Why do some people find novels fascinating?

	Our own identity and thoughts shape our opinion of a text. 
Reflecting on my work will help me to improve it. 

Texts are written to tell a story or get a message to the reader. 

	
	Misconception
CAN FILL IN AFTER UNIT IS TAUGHT


	Unit Question (ELA context)
	(Optional)

	How can a novel help us learn about who we are?

	

	Knowledge

Students will know…
	Skills

Students will be able to…

	· How to read a text and relate it to the question, what is ‘Surviving and Conquering’ encompass?
· Reading is an ongoing process of reflection and evaluation.
· Different reading strategies work better in different situations and for different text types.
· Texts are created for a purpose 

	· View, listen to, read and respond to texts
· Show comprehension of texts using selected strategies
· Connect previous experiences and prior knowledge to written texts



	Assessment Evidence (Stage 2)

	Performance Task Description 

	The performance task describes the learning activity in “story” form.  Typically, the P.T. describes a scenario or situation that requires students to apply knowledge and skills to demonstrate their understanding in a real life situation. Describe your performance task scenario below:


	Helpful tips for writing a performance task.

	You are a grade 9 student. Your job is to listen, read, comprehend, and respond to text in a novel and address your own feelings and understanding of ‘Surviving and Conquering’. Through reading this novel, you will be able to share with your classmates a reflection of understanding of yourself and the text.
You will summarize each chapter and make predictions for each upcoming chapter.


	Goal:

What should students accomplish by completing this task?

	
	Role:
What role (perspective) will your students be taking?

	
	Audience:
Who is the relevant audience?

	
	Situation:
The context or challenge provided to the student.

	
	Product/Performance:
What product/performance will the student create?

	
	Standards

(Create the rubric for the Performance Task)

	BLOOMS TAXONOMY:

REMEMBERING: Can the students recall or remember the information?
UNDERSTANDING: Can the students explain ideas or concepts?
APPLYING: Can the students use the information in a new way?
ANALYZING: Can the students distinguish between the different parts?
EVALUATING: Can the students justify a stand or decision?
CREATING:  Can the students create new product or point of view?
	Digital Taxonomy for Bloom:

KNOWLEDGE: Highlighting, bookmarking, social networking, searching, googling
COMPREHENSION: Advanced searches, blog journaling, twittering, commenting

APPLICATION: Running, loading, playing, operating, hacking, uploading, sharing, editing

ANALYSIS: Mashing, linking, tagging, validating, cracking, reverse-engineering

SYNTHESIS: Programming, filming, animating, blogging, wiki-ing, publishing, podcasting, video casting

EVALUATION: Blog commenting, reviewing, posting, moderating, collaborating, networking, posting moderating

	Standards Rubric

The standards rubric should identify how student understanding will be measured. 

	
	4
Excellent


	3
Proficient
	2
Adequate
	1
Limited 

	Comprehending and Responding to Text

CR9.1a
CR9.2a
CR9.5a
CR9.8a
	Able to read the selection and respond to the tasks with ease.  Work is thorough, independent, and efficient, often exceeding requirements of the task.
	Able to read the selection and respond to the tasks.  Work is generally accurate and complete; gives specific references.
	Able to read the selection and attempt the tasks.  Work is often inconsistent:  parts are accurate and complete; others are vague, incomplete, and lack detail.
	With support, may be able to read parts of the selection.  Work is vague, incomplete, or inaccurate.  May need one-to-one support to complete task.

	Creating Written Texts

CC9.8a
	Three character traits are well supported with accurate information from the sources.
	Two character traits are well supported with accurate information from the sources.
	Only one character trait is adequately supported with information from the sources.
	No character traits are adequately supported with accurate information from sources.

	Reflecting 

AR9.2a
	Demonstrate a conscious and thorough understanding of the writing prompt and the subject matter. This reflection can be used as an example for other students.
	Demonstrate a thoughtful understanding of the writing prompt and the subject matter.


	Demonstrate a basic understanding of the writing prompt and the subject matter.


	Demonstrate a limited understanding of the writing prompt and subject matter. This reflection needs revision.

	

	Other Assessment Evidence:  (Formative and summative assessments used throughout the unit to arrive at the outcomes.)

	Conversation:

Reading and comprehension strategy interviews. 

Self-assessment master- Am I a Good Student
Observation:

Anecdotal records- At a glance recording Student Achieve
Collection of products: 
Written responses to novels investigated throughout the unit including self assessment master- Comprehension strategies
Products completed as part of the reading process including prediction and comprehension- My comprehension
Venn diagrams



	Learning Plan (Stage 3)

	Where are your students headed?  Where have they been?  How will you make sure the students know where they are going?

	Early in the unit students will be introduced to, and engaged with, the performance task including the assessment rubric. They will begin the unit with a KWL of novels in order to establish prior knowledge to build from and check misconceptions.  



	How will you hook students at the beginning of the unit? (motivational set)

	Watch a video explaining the novel and the history behind it. Exploring the question: how does this novel relate to the unit Surviving and Conquering.


	What events will help students experience and explore the enduring understandings and essential questions in the unit?  How will you equip them with needed skills and knowledge?

	Ongoing throughout- reading and responding to text The Hunger Games through journaling and class discussion.
CR9.1a Read summary of The Hunger Games.  Have students work through a KWL (Attachment 2).  Students will use self-reflection checklist for KWL.
CR9.2a Smart Board presentation ‘Becoming a Better Reader’ (T-Drive).
 CR9.5a Listen purposefully to understand, analyze, and evaluate oral information and ideas from a range of texts including directions and train of thought, main points, and presentation techniques.

 CR9.8a Reading ‘The Hunger Games’ aloud in class—partner reading—and teacher reading aloud.
CC9.8a Write to describe favourite character in ‘The Hunger Games’ (a profile of a character), to narrate (a narrative essay), to explain and inform on social systems presented in the book (a researched report), and to persuade (a review).
AR9.2a Student reads own summary and self corrects—in pairs students review each other’s summary and make corrections and evaluations. 
· An overview of The Hunger Games - Investigating how this novel  relates to the unit Surviving and Conquering; read and respond to text and create a word board examining the themes throughout the novel.
· Discussing the process of reading and comprehending text through the reading of a novel (CR9.1a, CR9.2a, CR9.5a)
      Anecdotal records- At a glance recording (AR4.1, AR5.1, AR6.1) (CR4.1, CR5.1, CR5.2)
· Discussing opinions of texts and connecting prior knowledge (bridge builder).

      What is the purpose of the genre?
       Self assessment master- Comprehension strategies
       Self assessment master- Thinking about my work

       (AR4.1, AR5.1, AR6.1) (CR4.1, CR5.1, CR5.2) (CC4.1, CC4.2, CC4.3)
· Final preparation for Performance Task
      Brainstorm issues from The Hunger Games and relate them to the current social issues in today’s society.
      Choose one social issue and write a 1 page paper discussing how this issue has impacted your view on today’s society. 
       Performance Task

      (AR4.1, AR5.1, AR6.1) (CR4.1, CR5.1, CR5.2) (CC4.1, CC4.2, CC4.3)


	Time Frame

	
	4 weeks 


	How will you cause students to reflect and rethink?  How will you guide them in rehearsing, revising, and refining their work?

	Modeling of reflection and re-thinking, graphic organizers, self assessment masters- Thinking about my work, Comprehension strategies, and my writing ideas.

	How will you help students to exhibit and self-evaluate their growing skills, knowledge, and understanding throughout the unit?

	The rubric and examples will be shared with the students on a regular basis throughout the unit and students will be given the opportunity to self evaluate their progress.

	How will you tailor and otherwise personalize the learning plan to optimize the engagement and effectiveness of ALL students, without compromising the goals of the unit?

	Provide options for ways students present their understanding (visual, oral, written). Engage interest at start with The Hunger Games novel and move into more in depth evaluation of the genre. Questioning using blooms taxonomy.

	What resources will you use in the learning experiences to meet the outcomes?

	Resources-

Print-

Using Novels in the Classroom (Including The Hunger Games): A guide for Teachers and Librarians (Online)

Various novels including but not limited to The Hunger Games. 
Adventure stories

The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins
Assessment masters - Self assessment master- Comprehension strategies, Self assessment master- Thinking about my work
Anecdotal records- At a glance recording (On SRSD Teacher Assessment Toolkit)

Graphic Organizers- Venn diagrams, Story planners, Story summarizers

Websites-



	Assess and Reflect (Stage 4)

	Required Areas of Study:

 Is there alignment between outcomes, performance assessment and learning experiences?
	

	BAL’s:

 Does my unit promote life long learning, encourage the development of self and community, and engage students?
	

	CELS & CCC’s: 

Do the learning experiences allow learners to use multiple literacies while constructing knowledge, demonstrating social responsibility, and acting autonomously in their world?
	     

	Adaptive Dimension: 

Have I made purposeful adjustments to the curriculum content (not outcomes), instructional practices, and/or the learning environment to meet the learning needs of all my students?
	

	Instructional Approaches: 

Do I use a variety of teacher directed and student centered instructional approaches?
	     

	Student Evaluation: 

Have I included formative and summative assessments reflective of student needs and interests based on curricular outcomes?
	     

	Resource Based Learning:
 Do the students have access to various resources on an ongoing basis?
	     

	FNM/I Content and Perspectives/Gender Equity/Multicultural Education: 

Have I nurtured and promoted diversity while honoring each child’s identity? 
	     

	Blueprint for Life: 

Have I planned learning experiences in the unit that prepare students for a balanced life and/or work career?
	     


Adapted from:  Wiggins, Grant and J. McTighe. (1998). Understanding by Design, Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development.
Am I a Good Student? Questionnaire

The following questionnaire provides the opportunity for you to reflect upon your current work habits. After completing the questionnaire, you will have the chance to think about areas you may want improve upon.

Directions: Circle the number that best represents your study habits. Then add the numbers you circled in each column – and mark your Grand Total of points on the rating scale.

	
	Always
	Sometimes
	Seldom

	1. I ensure that all aspects of the assignment are completed thoroughly and to the best of my ability.
	3
	2
	1

	2. I complete my work and hand it in on time.
	3
	2
	1

	3. I bring a binder, pen/pecil and paper to class (and/or any other required materials to class).
	3
	2
	1

	4. I act on the suggestions my teacher makes.
	3
	2
	1

	5. I cooperate with my teachers.
	3
	2
	1

	6. I have a good record of attendance and punctuality.
	3
	2
	1

	7. I make a point to learn something new every day.
	3
	2
	1

	8. I try to be creative and make my work original (where applicable).
	3
	2
	1

	9. I follow directions carefully and recheck to ensure I have everything completed.
	3
	2
	1

	10. I participate and stay focused on topic in group discussions.
	3
	2
	1

	11. I encourage others to participate when engaged in small group activities.
	3
	2
	1

	12. I make use of my resources (library, encyclopedia, text, Internet, other on-line resources)
	3
	2
	1

	13. I depend on myself, not classmates, to complete my work.
	3
	2
	1

	14. I find a place to do homework where I will not be distracted or disturbed.
	3
	2
	1

	15. I try to improve as a student.
	3
	2
	1

	Column Totals:


	
	
	

	Add together your Column Totals for a 

GRAND TOTAL
	
	
	


Study Rating Scale: Mark your GRAND TOTAL of points below:

	Superior
	
	
	Average
	
	
	Poor

	45
	40
	35
	30
	25
	20
	15


Do you agree with your work habits rating? 

What are 3 things you will do this term to improve your work habits?
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Novel Class Discussion Rubric
	Dimension
	                   4
	                    3
	                     2
	                     1

	Initiation
	Eagerly initiates speech utilizing appropriate attention-getting devices.  Easily answers questions and speaks spontaneously.
	Is willing to initiate speech utilizing appropriate attention-getting devices.  Asks questions and speaks evenly.
	Sometimes initiates speech using attention-getting devices.  Sometimes asks questions and speaks hesitantly.
	Reluctant to initiate speech and struggles to ask questions.  Speech is halted.

	Response
	Almost always responds appropriately to questions or statements.

	Frequently responds appropriately to questions or statements.
	Sometimes responds appropriately to questions or statements.
	Rarely responds appropriately to questions or statements.

	Vocabulary


	Student always incorporates logical chunks according to course book topic.
	Student usually incorporates logical chinks according to course book topic.
	Student sometimes incorporates logical chunks according to course book topics.
	Student rarely incorporates logical chunks according to course book topic.

	Talking Time
	Student always talks actively during conversation. 
	Student usually talks actively during conversations.
	Student talks during conversation only when asked.
	Student almost never talks during conversations.


